
September 15–October 15 2002
National Hispanic Heritage Month

November 2002
Native American Heritage Month

Patriot Day/ World Day on the Mall was held on September 11, 2002. 
This year the event not only celebrated the diverse cultures in the 
State of Nebraska and honored the daily contributions of Nebraska’s 

State employees, but remembered those who perished on September 11 and 
in the continuing war on terrorism.

The Patriot Day/ World Day on the Mall celebration included a National 
Guard color guard, a military formation, the signing of the National Anthem 
and opening remarks by Governor Johann’s. The event also included food 
vendors: Indian Tacos, Taj Mahal, Paul’s Old Fashioned Barbecue, and 
Camelot Concession. The crowd was entertained by the Mexican Folklore 
Dancers, Ex Animo, the Throwing Picassos and the Plymouth Brass. Special 
thanks go to all of those who attended the event and all of the hard work 
and time agencies and individuals contributed. Thank you, everyone! 

The World Day on the Mall Committee has wrapped up this years event 
and will be starting to plan the 2003 celebration early March 2003. If you 
are interested in volunteering to help with the event please contact Emily 
Weddle 471-3678 for more information.



Native American Heritage Month Crossword Puzzle:The month of November celebrates and 
honors the history of Native Americans.

Throughout our history, American 
Indian and Alaska Native peoples have been an 
integral part of the American character. Against 

and they remain a vital cultural, political, social, 
and moral presence. Tribal America has brought 
to this great country certain values and ideas 
that have become ingrained in the American 
spirit: the knowledge that humans can thrive 
and prosper without destroying the natural envi-
ronment; the understanding that people from 
very different backgrounds, cultures, religions, 
and traditions can come together to build a great 
country; and the awareness that diversity can be 
a source of strength rather than division. 



Tannual program that recognizes State employees, 
and the departments, divisions, and sections of 

code agencies that demonstrate leadership in promoting 
and enhancing the philosophy and spirit of equal oppor-

sity.

mative Action Award. 

In 2002 the following individuals and groups were 
nominated and received the Third Annual Governors 

Tami Ringland, Nebraska State Patrol;  Kris Azimi and 
Arturo Coto, HHSS Finance and Support and HHSS 
Regulation and Licensure; Dr. Barbara Ramsey, Lincoln 
Regional Center; Amir Azimi HHSS Administrator of 
Support Services;  Charles Long, Nebraska Department 

of Revenue; HHSS Beatrice State Development Center 
Diversity Committee (pictured above); HHSS Eastern 
Service Area Omaha Diversity Committee, and HHSS 
Eastern Service Area Black History Month Celebration 
Committee.

Keep in mind those individuals whose efforts you 

mative Action Award. Nominations for the year 2003 
will be accepted until March 15, 2003. 

mative Action Award; however, keep in mind those indi-
viduals you would like to nominate for the upcoming 
award. It is a great honor for those who continue pro-
mote and enhance the philosophy and spirit of equal 

diversity within the State of Nebraska.

Please call Emily Weddle at (402) 471-3678 with 
questions, comments or requests for nomination forms.



The Origins of Veterans Day

In 1921, an unknown World War I American soldier 
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. This 
site, on a hillside overlooking the Potomac River 

and the city of Washington, became the focal point of 
reverence for America’s veterans. 

Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and 
France, where an unknown soldier was buried in each 
nation’s highest place of honor (in England, Westminster 
Abbey; in France, the Arc de Triomphe). These memo-
rial gestures all took place on November 11, giving 
universal recognition to the celebrated ending of World 

hour of the 11th day of the 11th month). The day 
became known as “Armistice Day.” 

in 1926 through a Congressional resolution. It became a 
national holiday 12 years later by similar Congressional 
action. If the idealistic hope had been realized 
that World War I was “the War to end all wars,” Novem-
ber 11 might still be called Armistice Day. But only a 
few years after the holiday was proclaimed, war broke 
out in Europe. Sixteen and one-half million Americans 
took part. Four hundred seven thousand of them died in 
service, more than 292,000 in battle.

Armistice Day Changed To Honor All Veterans 

An answer to the question of how to pay tribute 
to those who had served in this latest, great 
war came in a proposal made by Representative 

Edwin K. Rees of Kansas: Change Armistice Day to 
Veterans Day, and make it an occasion to honor those 
who have served America in all wars. In 1954 President 
Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming November 11 as 
Veterans Day. 

American war dead were brought from overseas and 
interred in the plaza beside the unknown soldier of 
World War I. One was killed in World War II, the other 
in the Korean War. In 1973, a law passed providing 
interment of an unknown American from the Vietnam 
War, but none was found for several years. In 1984, 

alongside the others. To honor these men, symbolic of 
all Americans who gave their lives in all wars, an Army 
honor guard, The 3d U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard), 
keeps day and night vigil. 

A law passed in 1968 changed the national com-
memoration of Veterans Day to the fourth Monday 
in October. It soon became apparent, however, that 

Americans. Therefore, in 1978 Congress returned the 
observance to its traditional date. 

Puzzle solution


